
EPA Community Grants
Training Session 2

October 10, 2025



Training Objectives
● Share resources to apply for and manage Community Grants
● Create a supportive peer-to-peer network
● Increase local grant writing and management capacity

Disclaimer!
The training provides guidance, but not authoritative 
interpretations of federal laws, rules or regulations. 



Housekeeping
● Participation

○ Add your location next to your name
○ Hold questions for the end of the presentations
○ Please turn your camera on, if possible, during 

Q&A

● Recordings
○ Presentations will be recorded
○ Q&A and discussions will not be recorded
○ Recordings and slides will be posted on SSDN’s 

website



Curriculum
1. Community Grants Basics - 09/25
2. Support Resources, Waiver Eligibility - 10/09
3. Application Components - 10/16
4. Entity Registration; Other Funding Options  - 10/30
5. NEPA and Other Cross-Cutting Regulations - 11/13
6. Procurement Regulations - 12/04
7. Grant Management and Reporting - 12/11
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Session 2 Agenda
1. Application resources

2. Cost share waivers

3. Q&A and peer connections



1. Application Resources



Start here: 
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-
infrastructure/epa-community-grants 

Final Implementation Guidance
● Technical corrections
● Crosscutting regulations
● Procurement references

Cost Share Waiver Implementation Guidance

General Terms and Conditions

Resources from EPA

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-infrastructure/epa-community-grants
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-infrastructure/epa-community-grants
https://www.epa.gov/grants/grant-terms-and-conditions


Required training
● For new recipients, and 
● For recipients who last received an EPA grant prior to Oct. 1, 2014

Resources from EPA

EPA Grants Management Training for Applicants 
and Recipients
6 modules, approx. 5h total

How to Develop a Budget
4 modules, approx. 2h total

Non-required webinars: https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-webinars 

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/how-develop-budget
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-webinars


2. Cost Share Waivers



Cost Share Requirement 
● Non-federal funds: min 20% of grant project cost

○ Ex. $2M grant (80%) = $400K match (20%); total project: $2.4M
● Any voluntary cost share funding will be subject to the grant terms 

and conditions as well as applicable requirements and must be used 
on eligible activities. 
○ EPA Community Program Q&A

● Federally recognized Tribes are exempt
● Disadvantaged communities may be exempt - must request waiver

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/Community-Grants-QA.pdf


Cost Share Requirement 
● Sources of match:

○ Public: 
■ State (incl. State Revolving Fund)
■ Local
■ CDBG, Dept of Ag Rural Development funds, 

Appalachian Regional Commission funds
○ Private: 

■ Business, nonprofit
○ In-kind:

■ Admin expenses 



Cost Share Waiver Criteria
Same for all FY of funding

1. Median household income: < 80% of state MHI
2. Upper limit of Lowest Quintile Income: ≤ national LQI
3. Poverty level: ≥ 30.9% of pop under 200% poverty level
4. Poverty level: ≥ 20% of pop under poverty level
5. Food stamps/SNAP benefits: ≥ 11.7% of population 

Cost Share Waiver Implementation Guidance, March 1, 2024
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/community-grants-cost-share-waiver-guidance.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/community-grants-cost-share-waiver-guidance.pdf


MHI per State
State  MHI 80% of MHI

Alabama  $ 62,027 $ 49,622

Florida  $ 71,711 $ 57,369

Georgia  $ 74,664 $ 59,731

Kentucky  $ 62,417 $ 49,934

Mississippi  $ 54,915 $ 43,932

North Carolina  $ 69,904 $ 55,923

South Carolina  $ 66,818 $ 53,454

Tennessee  $ 67,097 $ 53,678 Source: ACS 5-yr 2023



What’s a Quintile??

Income 
brackets

Lower limit 
(example)

Upper limit 
(example)

Lowest  $ 0 $ 25,000

Second  $ 25,001 $ 35,200

Third  $ 35,201 $ 68,520

Fourth  $ 68,521 $ 98,456

Upper  $ 98,457 $ 147,890

National upper limit of 
Lowest Quintile Income: $33,775





data.census.gov

How it should work

1. Click Profiles tab
2. Type location, then 
3. Click View Profile

Census Profile

1.

2.

3.

http://data.census.gov


SNAP Benefits
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/
why-we-ask-each-question/food-stamps/ 

Cost Share Waiver Implementation Guidance, March 1, 2024
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/community-grants-cost-share-waiver-guidance.pdf

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/food-stamps/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/food-stamps/
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/community-grants-cost-share-waiver-guidance.pdf


Interactive Map

COMING SOON!



3. Q&A and Peer Exchange



Training Participants



Application Progress



State Representation
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Open Floor
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Next Session

Oct. 16: Application Components
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Catherine Mercier-Baggett
Director of Federal Technical Assistance 
catherine@southeastsdn.org

Contact Information

mailto:Catherine@Southeastsdn.org

