
EPA Community Grants
Bonus Session

September 25, 2024



Training Objectives
● Share resources to apply for and manage Community Grants
● Create a supportive peer-to-peer network
● Increase local grant writing and management capacity

Disclaimer!
The training provides guidance, but not authoritative interpretations 
of federal laws, rules or regulations. 



Curriculum
1. Possibilities, Limitations & Requirements: June 26

2. Project Scope; Waiver Eligibility: July 10

3. Entity Registration; Listening Session: July 24

4. NEPA & Cross-Cutting Regulations: August 7

5. Budgeting & Procurement: August 21

6. Application Submittal: September 4

Bonus: Other Water TA Providers: September 25
7. Grant Management & Reporting: October 2 9
8. Troubleshooting & Closing: October 16 23



Bonus Session Agenda

1. Fellow TA Providers
a. Alicea Easthope-Frazer, Sr. Project Director, UNC Chapel Hill EFC
b. Campbell Simmons, Resilient Communities and Policy Associate, 

River Network
2. Federal Technical Assistance Portfolio
3. Q&A and Peer Exchange



1. Fellow TA Providers



SSDN Multimedia EFC
Services:
● Community Outreach and Facilitation
● Capacity Building

○ Peer learning
○ Training
○ Technical Assistance one-on-one

● Research, Policy Analysis and Funding

Current focus: 
● Water 
● Environmental Justice



2. Federal TA Portfolio



TA Offerings

● Technical Assistance Guide, published Sept 2023 

● Thriving Communities - EPA, FEMA, DOE, DOT, HUD, USDA, etc
○ WaterTA - EPA

■ Engineering Support
○ Environmental Justice TCTACs - REACT4EJ - EPA
○ Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities - FEMA

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/IIA-Technical-Assistance-Guide-September-2023-v091223.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/thriving-communities-network/technicalassistanceresources
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance-waterta-information#WhatIs
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/waterta-engineering-support
https://www.react4ej.org/
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/learn/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/direct-technical-assistance


TA Offerings

● Energy Transitions Initiative Partnership Project - DOE/NREL
● Clean Energy to Communities - DOE/NREL

● Floodplain Management Services - US Army Corps of Eng.
● Planning Assistance to States - US Army Corps of Eng.

○ Requires match 1:1

https://www.nrel.gov/state-local-tribal/etipp-technical-assistance.html
https://www.nrel.gov/state-local-tribal/clean-energy-to-communities.html
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Technical-Assistance/
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Technical-Assistance/Planning-Assistance/


3. Q&A, Peer Exchange 



Pain Points

● What other information do you need to successfully submit 
your Community Grant application(s)?

● Are there unanswered questions for EPA that we may assist 
you with? 
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Catherine Mercier-Baggett, Director of Federal Technical Assistance 
catherine@southeastsdn.org

Michael Dexter, Director of Federal Programs
michael@southeastsdn.org 

Contact Information

mailto:Catherine@Southeastsdn.org
mailto:Michael@Southeastsdn.org


13

Next Session
1. Possibilities, Limitations & Requirements: June 26

2. Project Scope; Waiver Eligibility: July 10

3. Entity Registration; Listening Session: July 24

4. NEPA & Cross-Cutting Regulations: August 7

5. Budgeting & Procurement: August 21

6. Application Submittal: September 4

Bonus: Other Water TA Providers: September 25

7. Grant Management & Reporting: October 9
8. Troubleshooting & Closing: October 23


